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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE:To facilitate selection of a compression parameter by which a decoded picture is 
obtained with stable picture quality by obtaining a picture quality index obtained through the 
comparison between original picture data and expanded picture data and displaying the index 
together with a processing object picture. 

CONSTITUTIONS compression circuit 302 of a picture data compressor 3 selects one set of 
compression parameter registered in a parameter management table 303 and compresses 
original picture data Do to generate compressed picture data Dc. An expansion circuit 304 
expands the data Dc to generate expanded picture data Dr. An arithmetic operation circuit 307 
compares the data Do, Dr, a discrimination circuit 308 obtains a picture quality index representing 
the picture quality of the decoded picture to generate picture data Dir and the data are displayed 
on a monitor 312 together with picture data Drr of a reduced picture. Thus, the operator has only 
to discriminate whether or not the picture quality rank to be displayed reaches a prescribed level 
and the compression parameter by which a decoded picture is obtained with stable picture 
quality is easily selected. 
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